thou art all mine and I am all thine. Enlarge me in love,
that I may learn to taste with the inner mouth of the heart
how sweet it is to love and to be melted and to swim in
love.

Let me be possessed by Love, and lifted out of myself
in the fervour of ecstasy.

I will sing the song of Love, I will follow thee, my
Beloved, on high : my soul shall grow faint in thy praise,
exulting in love.

I will love thee more than myself, loving myself only
in thee, and, in thee, all who truly love thee, even as the
Law of Love, which shineth forth from thee, commandeth.

Love is swift, sincere, dutiful, jocund and pleasant;
strong, patient, faithful, prudent, long-suffering, and
brave. Love seeketh not its own. For where any seeketh
his own, there he falleth from Love.

Love is circumspect, humble, and right; not soft nor
light nor following after vain things: sober, chaste, con-
stant and quiet, keeping watch upon all its affections.

Love is submissive and obedient to authority, holdeth
itself cheap, is devout and thankful unto God, trusting
and hoping always in him, yea, even when God is not
a sweet savour unto it; because no man liveth in love
without sorrow.

He who is not ready to suffer all tilings and to hold
himself at the will of the Beloved, is not worthy to be
called a Lover. For the Lover must embrace all hard and
bitter things for the sake of the Beloved, nor ever be
turned away from Him by any evil chance.

THOMAS   A   KEMPIS

(from The Imitation of Christ)
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